USDA ANIMAL
PAIN CATEGORIES

CATEGORY B

Animals are those that are being "bred, conditioned, or held for use in
teaching, testing, experiments, research, or surgery but not yet used for

such purposes." These animals have not been used for any research
procedure, however minor.

CATEGORY C

Animals are not subjected to procedures that involve pain or distress
or would require the use of pain-relieving drugs. Routine procedures
such as injections and blood sampling from veins that produce only
mild, transient pain or discomfort are reported in this category.

CATEGORY D

Animals are those subjected to potentially painful procedures for which
anesthetics, analgesics, or tranquilizers will be used. The important

concept is that animals are given appropriate anesthesia and/or pain
relief to limit their pain and distress as much as possible.

CATEGORY E

Animals are those that are subjected to painful or stresstul procedures
without the use of anesthetics, analgesics, or tranquilizers. Withholding
of anesthetics, analgesics, or tranquilizers can only be allowed if it is
scientifically justified in writing and approved by the IACUC.

For more information regarding Animal Pain Categories, please visit the USDA's
Categorizing Animal Pain or Distress in Research link.
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ac-tech-note-categorizing-animal-pain-or-distress.pdf

